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Dear Friend,

Thank you so very much for your kind and
generous support. Thanks to you we can
continue our mission: providing safe housing,
emotional support, life skills, and educational
opportunities for youth aging out of foster care;
empowering them to rise toward their greatest
potential.

Our agency is unique in that we operate in a
manner that most nonprofits do not. We do not
hold any large state or federal contracts for the services we provide, nor
do we work in a fee-for-service environment. We exist predominately
because of your ongoing support. Without you, we would not be able
to meet the vital needs of these incredibly vulnerable young people.
You are the fabric of our agency.

The onset of the pandemic brought some serious challenges as our
young people shifted from in-person to online classes, lost their jobs and
social connections, and once again were faced with the all too familiar
feelings associated with living with uncertainty. Given the traumatic life
experiences, many of our young people have endured, deep-rooted pain
and fears came flooding back. Our staff has worked tirelessly to reassure
each young person that they are safe. We have also provided vital PPE,
food, clothing, and resources to help them make ends meet as they
searched for new employment.

The young people at Roots & Wings struggle with significant learning
challenges due to the trauma and neglect they have endured. We have
worked to help each young person adapt to a new virtual, educational
environment. We provided practical tools and coping strategies
allowing them to remain engaged and productive in their studies

with exceptional outcomes. We stand in awe of their resilience and
determination!

In the coming pages, you will read truly inspiring stories of how our
young people are emerging even stronger and redefining their futures.
With deep and sincere gratitude, we thank you for being in our corner
during one of the most challenging years we have ever faced and hope
that you will continue to support our young people.

Sincerely,

Shaun J. Adams, LCSW
Executive Director



The RISE Program provides young adults between 18 and 24 who
have aged out of the foster care system in New Jersey with a stable
and nurturing environment so they can pursue an education with full
concentration. The RISE young adults live in the community in 2 to
4-pbedroom apartments, work part-time, and graduate within 2-3 years
based on their individual educational plan.

The specific goal of the RISE program is to meet any immediate needs
young people have regarding housing, food, transportation, while
working with them on a longer-term basis to create and execute a plan
for becoming self-sufficient, contributing members of the community.

The key to our success and what is truly innovative about Roots & Wings
is the way in which our RISE program is aimed at the needs of the
“whole individual.” We help our young people by providing emotional
support, coping skills, and life skills, with an emphasis on education,

job training, and building confidence. The program also teaches
responsibility, direct focus on the client’s future and potential, and
addresses emotional, behavioral, and mental health issues that could be
holding them back.



Meet Our Client
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Anthony became connected to Roots &
Wings through a partnership with Montclair
State University.

Anthony spent much of his childhood in
different foster homes and with his biological
father before starting at Montclair State and
dorming there.

Anthony signed up to work with Roots &
Wings for case management services and for
assistance with goal setting. He has worked
hard to set and achieve his academic goals
with his case manager and this year, he
graduated with his B.A. in Psychology from
Montclair State University.

In the two years that he has worked with his Roots & Wings case
manager Allison, he has gotten accepted to graduate school, located
an apartment in the new city that he will be living in, learned how to
manage his finances and the importance of self-care.

Anthony continues to stay in touch with us as he pursues his dream
career as an Art Therapist and Counselor so that he can help others with
their mental health. We are so proud of all that he has accomplished!



Meet Our Client

We at Roots & Wings would best describe
Anisa as resilient. It is by way of this
resiliency that Anisa has built the strength
and ability to continue to achieve much
success at this point in her life. The
continuous strides she makes as she grows
both personally and as a student has not
gone unnoticed by her peers as they often
turn to Anisa for advice and leadership.

Anisa has been able to go through periods
of maintaining two jobs, become an
entrepreneur, maintain a positive social life
and sustain a B average at Kean University as
she attempts to achieve her degree in Social
Work.

Her educational goal is to obtain her Master’s degree in Social Work
where she will be able to show and teach young people coming up in
the foster care system the same resiliency and resourcefulness that has
afforded her much success.



Meet Our Mentor

Several years ago, | knew | wanted to expand
my volunteer efforts. | heard about Roots
and Wings from a co-worker and when

he shared the Roots & Wings mission, it
immediately resonated with me.

| knew | wanted to give back to the
community. | feel very blessed and | wanted
to help others who are not as fortunate.

In 2015, | reached out to the volunteer
coordinator at Roots & Wings and, after a
conversation about my strengths and the
organization’s needs, | began training as

a mentor. The young men in the program
need successful male role models, and | felt
confident that | could help in that capacity.

| grew up in a family that struggled financially, but | had love and
support to guide me and show me the way to find happiness and
success. At Roots and Wings, | have an opportunity to give some of that
emotional support and stability to someone in need.

At Roots and Wings, | have an opportunity to make a difference in the
life of a young person. | love being around young adults; they have so
much energy and potential. While | know | can offer the knowledge

I’ve gained from life experience to these young people, | also feel so
rewarded and energized from working with them. It sounds cliche, but |
truly feel that | get more out of the mentoring relationship than | give.

Jerry



2020

Program and Client Milestones

More than 7,500 hours
of counseling and case
management support
helped clients maintain
emotional stability.

5 Young People graduated
with their bachelor’s degrees.

Our food pantry has helped
our young people avoid food
insecurity throughout the
pandemic.

6,050 bed nights provided
by our housing program.

3 associates degrees within
1-2 semesters of completion.




3 clients graduated from
the Roots & Wings program.

12 workshops provided to
youth on financial literacy,
nutrition, health and more.

7 clients will graduate
from the program in 2021!

The FLY Program provides up
to 18 months of follow along
service after graduation!

Roots & Wings won

Morris County Chamber of
Commerce Community Impact
Award in August of 2020.




Overall Program

e Tara graduated with a bachelor’s degree from William Paterson
University with a double major in Psychology & Disability Studies
while also working 2-3 jobs and maintaining a 3.9 GPA.

¢ Quay graduated from Montclair State University with a bachelor’s
degree in criminal justice.

e Melony graduated from Kean University with a bachelor’s degree in
Psychology and is now pursuing work in her field.

¢ Willie graduated with a bachelor’s degree in psychology from
Montclair State University and is now working and saving for his
graduation from our program.

Sam completed her Ethician Certification and has decided to go on
to pursue her associate’s degree in nursing.

¢ Pete has maintained his employment at Greystone Park Psychiatric
Hospital for over a year and a half. He works on a unit with COVID-19
patients, he loves his work and has maintained his health by taking
all of the necessary COVID-19 precautions. He will be continuing his
studies at Fairleigh Dickenson University.
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Some of our workshops include:

Yoga

Mindfulness

Meditation

Sound Healing

Study, organizational & time management workshops,

4-part financial literacy workshop series taught by experts in the
fields of finance and wealth management.

8-part series on holistic health, wellbeing, and self-care offered by
the Morris County Chamber of Commerce “Food Fighters” initiative.
The group was comprised of health and wellness professionals from
various backgrounds donating their time from around the county.

Overall Educational Statistics:

5 completed bachelor’s degrees with 2 more expected in the next
year

3 clients enrolled in 4-year colleges with degrees expected in next
two years

3 SORA Certificates (Security Supervisor Certificate)

1 Real Estate course completed

3 associates degrees within 1-2 semesters of completion
1 young person enrolled in nursing school

1 finishing Medical Assistant cert.

1 CDL near completion

2 Cosmetology Licenses near completion

Graduates of our program include union carpenters, mechanics,
teachers, retail managers, cosmetologists, business leaders, vet
techs, real estate agents, social workers, psychologists, news
correspondents, personal trainers and so much more.
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2020
Financial Highlights

2020 Total Spending by Category = $990,744

B Program, Youth
Support, Housing

@ Fundraising

O Management &
General

2020 Funding Sources = $892,828

@ Government Grants

@ Fundraising Events

B Rental Income

O Foundation Grants

@ individual

Contributions

@ In-Kind Donations

Due to cost-cutting measures and aggressive fundraising, Roots &
Wings has been able to make it through the pandemic without cutting
back on services to our young people. Roots & Wings has been able to
maintain a modest amount in reserve funds to protect and ensure the
success of our multi-year commitment to our young adults.



Thank you to

Because of your dedication to our mission, we were
able to serve 25 aged out foster youth this year.

$25,000+ Wings to the World
CompoSecure, LLC

County of Morris, Community Development
Edith Parker

Ken and Frayda Levy

Michele and Dan Logan

Ruth Wedelich

The Achelis and Bodman Foundation
The Lawrence Foundation

Wilf Family Foundations

William E Simon Foundation

$10,000-$24,999 Flying Towards Futures
Atlantic Health System

Luis and Maria DaSilva

Jacobs Levy Equity Management

J.P. Morgan Charitable Giving Fund

Lisa Kowalski

Neisa and Michael Maute

Nisivoccia LLP

Novartis

Elizabeth Rieur

Robert and Marion Schamann Brozowski
Foundation

Tanury Industries

$2,500-$9,999 Rising and Thriving
Audrey Bartner

Amanda and John Cali

Maria and Joe Chernock

Jose Concepcion

County Of Union

Denville Community Church
Jeanne De Smedt

Dave and Kim Distaso

ECI Transport

EisnerAmper LLP; Melik-Baschkopf
Foundation

E.J. Grassmann Trust

Scott and Kim Erichsen
Timothy Fitzsimmons

May Furstner

Suzanne Grande

James Hohman

Christie and Kevin Horne
Donna Hughes Household
Brian and Cynthia Jennings

Jersey City Medical Center - RWJBarnabas
Health

Nancy Johanson

JP Morgan Chase

Kris Kadela

Francis and Patricia Kelleher

Marla and Micah Lemonik

Andrew and Elise Liss

Lillian Lorber

Lynn Malley

Malvern Bank National Association

George and Holly Mandala

Nora Mann

Marsh and McLennan Agency LLC

Bill and Paula Marino

Joseph and Lydia Masterson

Derek and Carol Morrison
Muenz-Engineered Sales Company (MESCO)
Northern New Jersey Community Foundation
Susan and Mitch Portnoi

Presbyterian Church in Westfield, NJ

Casey Rampersaud
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$2,500-$9,999 Rising and Thriving (cont’d)

Realtors Care Foundation, INC: Eastern
Bergen County Board

Blanche Robertson

David and Lori Schlanger

Lynn and Curt Selquist

David and Deborah Shertzer
Synergy Electric Inc.

TDK Corporation of America

The John Bickford Foundation

The Merck Foundation-Cyber Grants
The Schlesinger Family Foundation
Thrift Barns Of Morris County

Perry and Stephanie Troisi

Vistra USA LLC

Jonathan Wilk

Wireless Zone Foundation for Giving

zbt Certified Public Accounting & Consulting,
LLC

$2,499-$1,000 Roots to Rise
Anne and Mike Akkaoui

Barrett Asset Management

Tom Bebout and Laura Bertrand
John and Elizabeth Bertolini
Broden Design Group

Chester Fire Company Ladies Auxiliary
Elena Ciriello

Congregation of Etz Chaim
Crown Roll Leaf

Kimberly and Daniel DiDonato
Irene and John DeGrandpre
Jocelyn and John DeGrandpre
Steven and Marla Feder

Carol Forte

Dawn Frankl

Joe and Cheryl Gatti

Gina and Steven Giacona

Lara and Henry Hadad

Roberta and Peter Hong

JKMS Williams Family Foundation
Junior League of Morristown
Valerie and Ronald Kazel

Maria and Ray Kenwell

Lisa Kulback

Amy Liss

Thank you to

$2,499-$1,000 Roots to Rise (cont’d)
Wendy Masteller

Dave and Kim Maute

Jennifer and Jeff Montemarano

NAI James E. Hanson

Marni Neuburger, LCSW, LLC

Jeffrey and Mary O’Sullivan

Linda and Wally Parker

Marisol Peters

Jane and Jim Plaisted

PSEG

Marc and Amy Rosenberg

Rotary Club of Denville

Tracey Russell

Sank Family Fund

Sefcik Productions, Inc.

Jennifer Schneider

LyRie Scinto

Sunrise Rotary of Denville

Susan and William Tomljanovic

Kelly and Dean Thompson

John and Cindy Tran

The Henry S. & Agnes M. Truzack Foundation
The Kotzas Family Charitable Foundation
United Way of the Southern Tier
Richard and Beverly Van Duyne
Viventium

Robert Winston

Pam Yoss

$1-$999 Roots of the Agency
Acme

Amy Aaroe

Accenture, LLP

Peter Adams

Jill Adams

Sherri and Norman Albrecht
Sharon Ambis

Raymond Rogers and Lynne Neeley
Kristin and Joe Antico

Debra and Ronald Armstrong
At Home Mixology Party

Bach 2 Rock

Back to Basic Wellness

BAE Systems

David and Christina Baker Kline
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Thank you to
Our Donors

$1-$999 Roots of the Agency (cont’d)
Allison and Alex Balian
Janet Ball

Ron Bansky

Cindy and Ron Bansky H
Barbara Girz and Bruce Mintz
Mary Jean Barnes

George Barnes

Jackie and Jason Bataille
Jen Bauman

Andrew Beer

Marilyn Berney

Carol Berns

Nancy and Steve Bigelsen
Tracey Birney

Jennifer Blackman

Sharla and Bob Blanz
Christopher Blasszkowski
Alison Bond Baron
Andrea Bongiovi

Susan Bonina

Paulette Boudrot

Janet and Larry Boyd
Virginia Brennan

Joann and John Brett
Amy Brinkman

Fred Brower

Christian Brown

Peter Bruno

Karin Burk

Thomas Burke

Francoise and Robert Burn
Butter and Velvet
Caroline Byrne

Linda Calamari

Cathleen Callahan

David Caman

Virginia and Thomas Campion
Mindy Carton

Hope Cassano

Marco Castro Lima
Dolores Catania

Mary Cataudella

Kristina Catlin

Sal Cesario

Patrick Champalou

Barbara Charters

Andrea Chasin

Sharon Chen

Debi Chernock

Dana Chernock

Diana and Brad Chernock
Gary Chessen

Carol and Lawrence Chory
Lori Cichlar

Clark American Legion Post #328
Catherine Clifford

Sandra Cohen

Louisa Colaiacovo

Patricia Colbert

Nicola Collar

Susan Collins

Community Church of Mountain Lakes
Concerned Persons for Adoption
Leanne and Francesco Conte
Carol and John Cornwell
Diane Costa

Francis Costello

County College of Morris
Dana Curatolo

Judge Barbara A. Curran
Kathy D’Agati

Linda and Justin D’Angelo
Manu Dasgupta

David Chad Beauty Parlor
Kristen and Greg deGrandpre
Kristen Deleo

France Delle Donne

Diane and John Dellicer
Laura Deluca

Neil Owens and Denise Pignato Owens
Jill Denker

Veronica DiCamillo

Denis Dilallo

Susan Divila

Melissa Donnelly

Jennifer Doty

Mary Ellen Dowd

Ellen Duffy

Lisa and Jeffrey Dugal
Katherine Dulan

Phyllis Dunlop
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$1-$999 Roots of the Agency (cont’d)
Molly Dunn

Sean Dunne

Marie and Russell Duryea

Diedre Dyson

Stephanie and Michael Eckenrode
Elemental Metals

Amy Elman

Jolie and Josh Elmore

Annette Emanuel

Pam Etzin

Cynthia and Bob Evans

Aritza Evans

Melissa Eydenberg

Molly and Kieran Fagan

Nicole Fayak

Maureen Fazio

Susan and Michael Feldman

Perri and Paul Feldman

Justin Ferguson

Tracie and James Few

Fiddler’s Elbow Country Club
Marian and Thomas Filan

Michal Fineman

Janet Finke

First Congregational Church of Westfield
First Presbyterian Church Of Cranford
Fitness Knocking

Linda Fitzpatrick

Jerry Fitzsimmons

Brenda Flahault

Cindy Fleischer

Matt Foley

Robin Fontaine-Matthews
Elizabeth and Lawrence Forte
Christina Frame

Adrienne Francis

Frank’s Auto Repair

Libby Freisen

Michele Gagliardi

Linda Galese

Laura Gallagher

Mike Gallo

Rosemarie Gallo Saks

Kathleen Gecek

GFWC Woman’s Club Of Denville-Rockaway

Thank you to

Jackie and Gregory Giardiello
Kelly Gibbons

Donna and Richard Gigerian
Julie Ginns

Girls Helping Girls Period
Marlene Glasser

Lauren Glenn

Mary Glennon

Roberta and Robert Glick
Bonnie and Gary Goldberg
Eve Goodman

Patricia Grange

Mary Ann and William Gray
William Greenbaum

Michele and Jim Gregorek
Jennifer and Jeff Gronning
Glenda and Lee Haase
Ariela and Shlomo Halfin
Audrey and Douglas Hall
Bernadette Hamada

Mary Beth Hampson

Mary Beth Hansbury

Susan Harley

Sam Harrison

Lindsay Hescock

Peter Hlinka

Denise Hofbauer

Patricia Hoffman

Joann and Tim Holick

Jay Bernstein and Holly Gehrie
Shark and Mark Holtzman
Wade Homer

Valerie Huber

Roseann Humphrey

Marcia and Peter Hunter
Margaret Hussey

Linda and James Hyson
Nancy and John Imbalzano
Janet Infantino

Stephanie and Michael Jackson
Alessandra Jacobs

Lauren and Adam Jacobs-Lazer
Steve Janett

Jenny and Barry Jaruzelski
Linda and John Jennings
Carolyn Johnston
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Thank you to

$1-$999 Roots of the Agency (cont’d)
Nina Jordan

Alexis and Richard Joseph
Junior League of Elizabeth Plainfield
Julie and Jeffrey Kagan
Natalie Kane

Lisa Kane

Laura and Martin Krane
Bernard Katz and Marjorie Chertok
Sharon Katz

Stacey Kellar

Cecile Kent

Karen Kerby

Jaried Kimberley

Susan Klecznski

Susan and Rolf Klein

Betsy Koehler

Stefan Koellmann

Andrew Koopman

Deborah and Mike Koppelmann
Carol Kornfeld

Lori and Scott Kraemer

Joan and Joel Kraemer
Mona Krishan

David Kroll

Robin and David Kroll

Rita and Marty Kron

Bruce Kullback

Susan Kuller

Norah Kuthy

Laila Almeida and Peter Bolo
Marilyn LaMarca

Lakehouse Music Academy
Marie and Dennis Lamb
Scott Largey

Karen and Anthony Larocco
Maria Larsen

Sophia Laurenzi

Mary and Arthur LaValle
Sally Lawson

Karen Lazur

Benjamin Leace

Kathleen LeClair

James Ledonne

Peg Leisen

Jessica Lemmon

Eric Lesser

Mary Levitsky

Tina and Mark Levorse

Peter Lewin

Steve Linder Id

Corinne Lippert

Marcia Liss

Maria Lombardi

Paula Long

Wendy Long

Eleanor Long-Hazarian
Allison Longley

Teresa Losi

Loveladies Propert Owners Association
Niki and Adam Lowe

Robert Luckritz

Amy and Richard Lynn
Stephanie Macejko

Robin Madan

Elisa Madorsky

Stacey Maloney

Lois and Peter Mancuso
Betty and Nicholas Manente
Lori Manning

Jim Margitich

Amy and Kenneth Marhefka
Andrew Martin

Eileen and Patrick Martin
Mark Swingle and Mary McCourt
Donna Marzo

George Masi

Stefania and Nicholas Masi
Rosaleen and Mark Matthews
James Harp and Maureen Dempsey
Charles and Leona Maute
Lee Maute

Mary McAleer

Kelly McCormick

Jane and Gary McCready
Lyn and Gregory McCullough
Pat and Doug McKenzie
Georgeanne and Joshua McMahon
Angela McQueen

Thomas and Mary Menard
Elizabeth Merritt

Adam Mesh
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$1-$999 Roots of the Agency (cont’d)
Janet and Joel Mesh
Michael Messina

Donna Meyer

Marilynn Miceli

Jeanne A. Michaud
Kyleigh Miller

Claire Miller

Janet Millstein

Barb Minemier

John Mirabelli

MOMS Club Of Denville
Clare Monarch

Cynthia Montena

Rebecca and Andrew Moody
Terry and Elizabeth Moran
Carolyn Moran

Lori Morris

Jennifer Moskowitz
Barbara Muhlgeier

Clare Mulligan

Nancy Mulvey

NEIL Nuclear Electric Insurance Ltd
Jon Nelson

Margaret Nelson

Brian Nester

Brandon Neuburger
Alexandra Neuburger
New York Red Bulls
Shelly and John Nichols
Paul Nouri

Candida and Joseph O’Bara
Theresa Olshanski

Laura and Jon Olstein
Loretta Orlando
Rosemary Ostmann
Stefanie Osur

Daniel Ouellet

Courtney Pagel

Pastosa Ravioli

Roslyn Pelcyger

Tony Pepe

Maria Peppard

Marc Perel

Kim Perrett

Jessica Petras-Gonzalez

Thank you to

Lisa Phillips

Pierson Industries, Inc.
John Pinkham

Laura Pisinski

Pledgeling Foundation
Snehal Pokharkar

Lauren Portnoi

Kathryn Posen

Natalie Powell

Catherine Prall

Prana Yoga Center

Scott Prideaux

Susan Prohaska

Prose Salon

Stacey Prushan

Steven Puchik

Karen Quinn

Lori Rabinowitz

Elaine Ragone

Patricia Ransom

Mary and Tony Ratchford
Daniel Regan

Stanislaw Retinger
Revolve Wine

Valerie Riback

Lori Ricci

Ritacco Construction, Inc.
Pat Rittendale

Marybeth Robb

Kristen and Ed Robertiello
Linsay Robertson

Sue Robinson

Linda Rosario
Jacqueline and Stephen Rose
Didi Rosen

Cara Rosenfeld

Rotary International District 7475

Mary and Damon Roth
Linda Rubinetti

Lewis Rubovitz

Gary Rusch H

Jan and Sal Ruvolvo
Louise Saal

Paula and Robert Sabreen
Megan Sager

Craig Sanford
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Thank you to

$1-$999 Roots of the Agency (cont’d)
Nancy Sergeant

Savory Spice Shop

Connie Schaffer

Laura Schievella

Richard Schkolnick

Lori and Richard Schkolnick
Cathy and Hal Schneider
Eileen and Richard Schrader
Stephanie Schwartz

David Shahrabani

Genny and Alan Shineman
Georgia Marino Shorrock
Kyle Shults

Mary Silva

Karen Silverthorne-Kaldy
Dori Skelding

Suzanne Smith

Bonnie Smitte

Karen Sodano

Christine Spear

Robin Spiro

Sports Minded Unlimited
Zoriana and George Stawnychy
Sena Stein

Mary Anne Storms

Marisa and Dominico Susini
Ann-Marie Swartz

Deborah Swiburne

Cheryl and Hassan Swift
Karen and Brien Szabo
Kathleen and Gene Tabor
Karol Tapias

Sue and George Taylor

Kim and Todd Terhune
Therese and Jim Terkovich
Eva Terry

The Rachel Foundation Inc
Michael Thomas

Christine Thomas

Regina Thomas

Tawan Thomason

Judi Thompson

Judith Toback

Mary Tortorello

Mary and Robert Tracey

Ruth and Bob Trachtenberg
Ann Trainor

John Traverse

Fran Trombetta

Carol Tucker

Tulla Contracting Corp.
Tuscanny Villa

United Methodist Church In Madison
Tulfra Real Estate

Carla Vacchiano

Barbara and Cornelius Vanderbilt
Sharon VanRiper

Vastu Environments, LLC
Hector Velez

Kristina Von Esch

Dragomir and Fay Vujic
John Vuturo

Jane Walsweer

Jean Wands

Nancy and Robert Ward
Angelica Watson

Alexandra Wein

Helen Weinberger

Elahna and Jeffrey Weinflash
Sarah Weinflash

Donna Weir

Marion Weiss

Jane Westerhold

Carrie Whalley

Krystine and Jamie Whitmore
Darla and Fred Wilkinson
Tim Wilson

Marilyn Winston

Women'’s Club of Caldwell
Carolan Workman

John Wyckoff

Julie Wyckoff

Elizabeth and Samuel Younger
Maryann Zaleski

Adel and Rose Zauk

Jenna Zauk

Barbara Zecca

Kathleen Zippler

Shirley and Barry Zitomer
Mary Ellen Zung
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ROOTSGWING

- After Foster Care...
Education. Stability. Self-Sufficiency.

2021 VIRTUAL
RISE & FLY GALA

Thursday, October 21, 2021 at 7 PM

Register at: www.rootsandwingsnj.org




