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Rise Program

The RISE program serves young adults between the ages of 18 to 24
who have aged out of foster care. By providing stability and a
nurturing environment, clients can pursue professional and
educational opportunities with greater concentration. RISE program
clients live in the community in 2 to 4 bedroom apartments, work
part-time and graduate from the program within 2 to 3 years based on
their individual care plans. The goal of RISE is to meet the clients’
immediate needs of housing, food and transportation while
developing long-term strategies for self-sufficiency.

Roots & Wings' key to success is a dedication to the “whole
individual”. The RISE program provides each client with emotional
support, coping and life skills, emphasizing education, job training and
building confidence. The RISE program teaches responsibility, directs
focus on the client’s future and addresses potential obstacles facing
each client’s ability to contribute to society and thrive independently. 

Through individual case management, professional counseling,
ongoing interaction with caring staff, and coaching in life skills, our
clients obtain degrees from either 2 or 4-year colleges or attend trade
schools or certification programs. 

 



Tatiana is a recent graduate
of Roots & Wings and during
her time in the program has
accomplished so much! She
is hardworking, dedicated,
and extremely driven making
her an inspiration to all. 

During her time in the RISE
Program, Tatiana was a full-
time student at William
Paterson University and
ultimately graduated with
her bachelor’s degree 

Meet  Our Client
Tatiana

in Psychology, Women's Studies, and Disability Studies.

She maintained an A average while working several part-time jobs,
taking extra courses to insure she would graduate on time, and was
heavily involved in her school through mentorship programs,
research labs, and clubs. 

Since graduating from Roots & Wings, Tatiana is the proud mother
of her daughter Aliyah and is on the Department of Child
Protection and Permanency Youth Council which assists in
providing resources and services for foster and adoptive
individuals. Tatiana also plans on continuing her education to
obtain her master’s degree and meet her goal of working with
individuals that have intellectual and developmental disabilities. 

We are so proud of all that she has accomplished! 



I am so grateful for Roots & Wings. Like so 
many, the last few years have brought me
unexpected changes. Freed from lock-down, 
I wanted to utilize my increasing 
free time volunteering in a meaningful way. 
The moment I clicked on Roots & Wings'
website, I knew this was the place. 

I was amazed that New Jersey only supports
foster children until their 18th birthday! 
Nobody should feel hopeless and alone on
that special day, but far too many are 

Meet  Our
Volunteer Sharon

instantly homeless. Anyone who has been that age is well aware that it takes an
array of mentors to guide them on the path to adulthood. The support provided
by Roots & Wings helps these vulnerable young people who have had little
guidance or stability in their childhoods with the tools they need to reach self-
sufficiency. 

 

It starts with education. As the offspring of high school graduates, I know
the power of both a diploma and a strong work ethic. The sacrifices my 
parents made enabled my sister and me to attend top-ranked universities 
and follow our dreams. The most important part of our success, however, 
has been the stability of a home and a loving family. 

With the safe housing and food security provided by our generous 
supporters and the expertise of our amazing staff, I know that each of these
positive, hopeful young people will reach their fullest potential. They are
dedicated to their education and part-time jobs and work hard to overcome 
the traumas of their past and forge trusting relationships. I dream of a 
future for these young people as bright as those I envision 
for my own children. That is why I am at Roots & Wings. 
 
Sharon 

 
 



2021 Milestones



Overall  Program
Accomplishments

Hannah graduated with a Bachelor's degree in public health
education.
Diana graduated from Montclair State University with a
Bachelor’s degree in Justice Studies.
Maria graduated from the RISE Program and loves her career as a
flight attendant.
Thomas graduated from the RISE Program and is happily living
independently on the West Coast.
Pete is now employed as a specialized caregiver for 2 teenagers
on the autism spectrum. He is also continuing his studies at
Fairleigh Dickenson University.



5 clients are enrolled in colleges with degrees expected in the
next 2-3 years.
2 young people completed their SORA Certificates (Security
Supervisor Certificate) and one more is near completion.
1 client completed his associate degree and is now enrolled in a
bachelor’s program. 
1 young person is completing a Medical Assistant Certification.
Graduates of our program include flight attendants, mechanics,
medical techs, retail managers, cosmetologists, small business
owners, vet techs, real estate agents, social workers, news
correspondents, security agents, personal trainers and so much
more.



Financial Highlights

The complete audited financial statement of Roots & Wings for 
Fiscal Year 2021 are posted each year at www.rootsandwingsnj.org



$25,000+ Wings to the World

ADP
Atlantic Health System
Steven and Tammy Barry
CompoSecure LLC
The Kathryn B. McQuade Foundation
Kris Kadela
Ken and Frayda Levy
Michele and Dan Logan
The Lawrence Foundation
Wilf Family Foundations
William E. Simon Foundation

$24,999-$10,000 Flying Towards Futures

Arbor Brothers, Inc.
Anne Evans Estabrook
The Hyde and Watson Foundation
Lisa Kowalski
Eleanor Long-Hazarian
Marsh and McLennan Agency LLC
Novartis
The Edward C. and Edith B. Parker Charitable Fund
RatnerPrestia
Robert and Marion Schamann Brozowski Foundation
RWJ Barnabas Health
Tanury Industries
Tiffany & Co.

Thank you to Our Donors



 $9,999-$2,500 Rising and Thriving

Bank of America
Broden Design Group
Amanda and John Cali
Charles Emil Thenen Foundation
John and Irene DeGrandpre
Denville Community Church
Empower Retirement
Federal Home Loan Bank of New York
First Energy Foundation
Frauen Verein (Ladies Auxiliary)
Fred C. Rummel Foundation
Martha Gallo
Grant Thornton LLP
Lara and Henry Hadad
Investor's Foundation, Inc.
JP Morgan Chase
Malvern Bank National Association
Bill and Paula Marino
David and Kimberly Maute
Melik-Baschkopf Foundation
Derek and Carol Morrison
Muenz-Engineered Sales Company (MESCO)
Marni Neuburger, LCSW, LLC
Nisivoccia LLP
Chris O'Connor
Willard Oon
Marie Pante
PNC Bank, N.A.
Stephen Propper
Principal Financial Group



 $9,999-$2,500 Rising and Thriving

Realtors Care Foundation, Inc.: Eastern Bergen County Board
Elizabeth Rieur
John and Joslin Ruffle
Tracey Russell
Margaret Nelson and Spencer Seidel
Stuart and Janice Sendell
David and Deborah Shertzer
Synergy Electric Inc.
The Henry S. & Agnes M. Truzack Foundation
The John Bickford Foundation
The Lowell Johnson Foundation
The Merck Foundation-Cyber Grants
The Rotary Club of Morristown
Perry and Stephanie Troisi
Visions Federal Credit Union
Vistra, USA LLC
zbt Certified Public Accounting & Consulting, LLC



 $2,499-$1,000 Roots to Rise
 
Affinity Federal Credit Union
Doug and Lisa Albregts
George and Mary Pat Baxter
Thomas Bebout and Laura Bertrand
Fuquan Bilal
Timothy Carey
Charities Aid Foundation of America
City National Bank
Patricia Colbert
Francis Costello
Luis and Maria DaSilva
John and Jocelyn deGrandpre
Jeanne Desmedt
Kirsten Deutsche
Daniel and Kim DiDonato
Dolores Eliot
Oliver and Carolyn Esman
Faith Lutheran Church Of New Providence
James and Tracie Few
First Presbyterian Church Of Cranford
Timothy Fitzsimmons
Carol Forte
Herberton and Patricia Fricke
General Dynamics Mission Systems
Debra Shannon Gibbons
Marlene Glasser
Mary Beth Hansbury
Brian and Kathy Higgins
James Hohman
Donna Hughes
Michelle Hwang



 $2,499-$1,000 Roots to Rise 

Janet Infantino
Intel Foundation
Beverly Jeck
Nancy Johanson
Maria and Ray Kenwell
Donna Korkes
Howard and Ann Koski
Scott and Lori Kraemer
Marla and Micah Lemonik
Wendy Long
Joseph and Lydia Masterson
Theodore Shorrock and Georgia Marino
Jeanne and Gregory Metzler
Pete Nadeau
O'Flynn / Barr Family Fund
Janis and Stephen Orlofsky
David and Maria Pappalardo
Maria Peppard
Thomas and Donna Perch
Presbyterian Church In Westfield, NJ
Craig Soloman and Stacey Rappaport
Richard and Denise Ricci
Sue Robinson
Sank Family Fund
Jennifer Schneider
Schwartz Foundation
Starbucks Foundation: Neighborhood Grants Fund
The Sweetie Pig Foundation
Teri and Thomas Szallai
Oonagh and Howland Ungemach
United Way of the Southern Tier
Ruth Wedelich
Westfield Service League



4 Little Souls Inc.
Abigail Johanson
Accenture LLP
Acme
Adel Zauk
Alan and Esther Pollack
Alan and Genny Shineman
Alan Jay Rich
Albert Assad
Alex Gibney and Anne DeBevoise
Alexandra and Pat Bomus
Alfred Davis
Alison Herman
All Childrens Art Center
Amazon Smile
Amber Boissonneault
Amy Elman
Amy Rattner
Andrea Chasin
Andrea Lardiere
Andres Freyre
Andrew Liss
Andrew and Jennifer Nowack
Andrew and Rebecca Moody
Angela Titus and Christopher McEwan
Ann Marie Finnen
Ann Trainor
Ann Verschuuren
Annei Eckles
Ann-Marie Swartz
Anthony and Karen Larocco
Anthony Fleischmann and Stephanie Macejko
Anthony Grappone
Ari Selman and Julie Jacobs
Arielle Preciado
Audrey and Douglas Hall
Barb Minemier
Barbara Boehler
Barbara Charters
Barbara Girz and Bruce Mintz
Barbara Percoco
Barbara Walsh
Bari Hopkins
Barry and Shirley Zitomer
Brenda Flahault
Brent and Wendy Perrault
Brian and France Donne
Bruce and Karen Haas
Candace Happe
Carl and Cynthia Wallach
Carol and Lawrence Chory
Carol Ann Post

Carol Healey
Carol Heyns
Carol Johnson
Carolan Workman
Carole Francis
Carolyn Bakker
Carolyn Johnston
Carolyn Kleinman
Casey Fessler
Catherine Pagliuca
Catherine Prall
Charles and Mary Goodfellow
Charles Interdonato
Charles Stetler
Cherie Leanza
Cheryl Barr
Cheryl Cacioppo
Cheryl Miller
Chong Chambers
Chris Dzerovych
Christine DiCesare
Christine Rocchio and Matt Littleton
Christine Spear
Christine Weeks
Chubb Charitable
Cindy Charney
Cindy Fleischer
Claire Miller
Clare Monarch
Cody Yheaulon
Collen Schechter
Concerned Persons for Adoption
Cora Present
Cornelius and Barbara Vanderbilt
Corrine Heroux
Craig and Amy Eckenthal
Cressa Rogler
Cynthia and Bob Evans
Cynthia Meyer
Cynthia Sandin Rae
Dana Neu
Daniel and Donna O'Donnell 
Daniel Roupas 
Daniela Dumitru-Buna 
Danielle Sharples 
Danielle Tirelli 
Dave and Karen Hunter 
David and Laurie Pringle 
David Borwick
David's Remodeling, LLC
Dawn Frankl 
Dawn Sedwick 

$999 and under Roots to the Agency       



Dean and Esther Carlson 
Debra Hirsch-Boyle 
Deirdre and David Gelinne
Della Benevides 
Delores Wagoner 
Denise Hofbauer 
Denise Fox 
Dennis and Marie Lamb 
Denville Voices for Racial Justice - Denville 
Public Library
Diane Costa 
Diane Jorgensen 
Didi Rosen 
Dolores Bruschetti 
Dominico and Marisa Susini 
Donald and Sandra Heighway 
Donald Juliano 
Donna Marzo 
Donna Meyer 
Donna Moen 
Doug and Pat McKenzie 
Dr. J Bartley and Barbara Martinez 
Earl and Deanna Holland 
Edmund and Susan Faulkner 
Edward and Kimberly Hsiang 
Edwin Collins and Anne Blackwell-Collins 
Eileen and Patrick Martin 
Ejiofor and Dubem Okoye 
Elaine Weinacker 
Elizabeth and Beth Gibson 
Elizabeth Merritt 
Ellen Benson 
 Elizabeth Duffy 
Emily Benadon 
Emily Marchese 
Eric J. and Gina Harriz 
Erica McNeil 
Erin Donovan 
FatRabbit CREATIVE
FDR Four Freedoms Park Conservancy
Fiducient Advisors
Fiona Davis 
First Presbyterian Church of Boonton
Florence Hopp 
Florence Savage
Frances Sanzo 
Francesco and Anna-Jane De Grossi 
Francesco and Leanne Conte 
Francis and Patricia Kelleher 
Frank Callahan 
Franklin Piuck 
Fred and Darla Wilkinson 
Fred Brower 

Gaeton Biscardi 
Gail Abramowitz 
Garden Savings Federal Credit Union
Gary Beumee 
Gary Reznik 
Gene and Kathleen Tabor 
George and Zoriana Stawnychy 
Georgeanne and Joshua McMahon
Georgene Berg 
Geraldine Perez 
Gerda Haines 
GFWC Woman's Club of Denville-Rockaway
Gloria Proulx 
Goretti Cunha 
Greenstone Real Estate LLC
Greg and Wendy Supron 
Gregory and Lyn McCullough 
Harriet and Richard Mesh 
Heather McCann
Heather Schey 
Heavenly Temptations, LLC
Helen Davis 
Helen Weinberger 
Hotels at Home
Howard and Lisa Smith 
Howard Tarplin 
Ilyse & Lenny DiChiara 
Jacqueline and Stephen Rose 
Jacqueline Iglesias 
Jacques Van der Merwe 
Jaimee Dabal 
James and Margaret (Lopez) Walker 
James and Sandra McTernan 
Jamie and Krystine Whitmore 
Jamie Sherr 
Jane Riley 
Janet and Phillip Hess
Janet Finke 
Janet and Elliot Greene
Janet Lemma
Jean Levitan
Jeanne A. Michaud 
Jeanne Kingsley 
Jeannine Whiton
Jeffery and Melissa Ginsburg 
Jeffery and Noreen Punia 
Jeffrey and Candace Dobro 
Jeffrey and Julie Kagan 
Jennifer Ahrens 
Jennifer Avers 
Jennifer Bushman 
Jennifer Doty 
Jenny Wandrag 

$999 and under Roots to the Agency 



Jerry and Dori Fitzsimmons 
Jess Beyer 
Jessica Devine 
Jessica Lemmon 
Jessica Petras-Gonzalez 
Jill Adams 
Jill and George LaVecchia 
Jill Markovits 
Jill Salayi 
Jim & Linda Nelson 
Jim Dalcourt 
Jim Rollo
Jim Tansey 
Joan Bezzina 
Jody Stowe 
Joe and Helen Armstrong 
John and Carol Cornwell 
John and Helene Kennedy 
John and Julie Wyckoff 
John and Mimi Kaplan 
John and Nancy Imbalzano 
John DeStefano 
John Egerter
John Hallacy and Mary Ann Lofrumento 
John Traverse
John Vuturo 
John and Anne Haley 
Maggie Haley
Johnson & Johnson
Jon and Laura Olstein 
Joseph and Candida O'Bara 
Josh and Elizabeth Gellert 
Judge Barbara A. Curran 
Judi Thompson 
Judith Mason 
Julie Lebo 
Junior League of Elizabeth Plainfield
Junior League of Morristown
Karen and Brien Szabo 
Karen Hayes 
Karen Kirby 
Karen Lazur 
Karen Sodano 
Karin Burk 
Karna and Rafael Cestero 
Katherine Shoja 
Kathleen Gecek 
Kathleen McMinn 
Kathleen Zippler 
Kathryn Clarke 
Kathryn Posen
Kathy D'Agati 
Kathy Gutjahr 
Kaylie McNeil 

Kelly and Brian Herchick 
Ken and Gail Boertzel 
Kevin and Joann Neylan 
Kiwanis Club of Randolph
Klick Health
Kristina Von Esch 
Larry and Janet Boyd
Laura DeLuca 
Laura Hamilton 
Lauren Jacobs-Lazer 
Lauren Kroll
Lauren Silverberg 
Laurie Schorno 
Lawrence and Elizabeth Forte 
Lawrence and Shari Seltzer 
Lawrence Biasotto 
Lenore Mertz
Leona M. Maute 
Leonard and Patricia Konick 
Lesley McCarthy 
Leslie Corren and Danny Goff 
Lewis Rubovitz 
Limani Seafood Grill
Linda and James Hyson 
Linda Citron 
Linda DiFilippo 
Linda Fitzpatrick 
Linda Leanza 
Linda Sobon 
Lindsay Hescock 
Lisa and Jeffrey Dugal 
Lisa and Melissa Phillips 
Lisa and Robin Jones 
Lisa Bhat 
Lisa Kane 
Liz Bisaccio
Lois Kraus 
Lois Manzella-Marchitto 
Lori and Phillip Cichlar 
Lori Collins
Lorraine Marrano 
Lynda Gronemann 
Maggie Murphy 
Marcia and Peter Hunter 
Margaret Witt 
Maria and Joe Chernock 
Maria and Kim Chidiac 
Maria Geltrude 
Maria Lombardi 
Marilyn Berney 
Marilyn Tobias and Anne Patracuolla 
Marisa J. Wojcik 
Marisol Peters 
Mark and Cynthia Boyea 

$999 and under Roots to the Agency 



Mark and Shari Hoffman 
Mark and Tina Levorse 
Mark Graham 
Mark Maletsky 
Mark Swingle and Mary McCourt 
Martha Metacarpa 
Marty and Rita Kron
Mary and Arthur LaValle
Mary Ann Michalski 
Mary Anne Storms 
Mary Daltrui 
Mary Glennon
Mary McAleer
Mary Orlando 
Mary Tortorello 
Marybeth Robb 
Matt Anders 
Matt DeMasi 
Maureen Fazio 
Maureen Johnston 
Maureen Murphy and Jerry Giordano 
Megan Fahey 
Melanie and Patrick Herrera
Melanie Bancheri 
Melinda Babin 
Melinda Milovic 
Merri Braunstein 
Meryle Lowenthal 
Michael and Joan Debiasse 
Michael and Judith Killingsworth 
Michael and Susan Bogda 
Michael and William Morgan 
Michael Contorno 
Michael Decker 
Michael Stanzilis Jr. 
Michelle Miller 
Mike Kiledjian 
Mindy Carton 
Molly and Kieran Fagan 
Monique De Maio
Montville Township Women's Club
Morris County Chamber Of Commerce
Myrlain Cherette 
Nancy and Johnny Coggins 
Nancy and Nelson Schaenen 
Nancy Grant 
Nancy Mulvey 
Nancy Sergeant
Nancy Wedin 
Nancy Zaccagnino 
Natalie Powell 
Natasha Torres 
NEIL Nuclear Electric Insurance Ltd
Neil Pierce 
Nicholas and Stefania Masi 

Nicole Force 
Nicole Smith 
Noreen Rick 
Norm Merritt 
Norman and Sherri Albrecht 
NYC Fuel Oil LLC
Pamela and Huston Jacobs 
Pamela and Richard Feld 
Pamela Fishman 
Parsippany-Troy Hills TWP School District
Patricia and Joseph Blaettler
Patricia Decker and Mary Castronova
Patricia Sweeney 
Patricia Walsh 
Patrick Dintrone 
Patrick Stack 
Patti Bieth 
Paul and Linda Heroux 
Paul Nouri 
Paula and Bruce Long 
Paula Hartman 
Peter and LISA Adams 
Petruzziello Family 
Philanthropic Educational Organization (PEO)
Philip and Hope Montesano 
Pierson Industries, Inc.
Pledgeling Foundation
Prana Yoga Center
Rachel Butler 
Rachel Sola 
Ralph Steinberg 
Rebecca Winans 
Rich Hettinger 
Richard and Alexis Joseph 
Richard and Amy Lynn 
Richard and Lori Schkolnick 
Richard Zakin 
Rick May 
Ritacco Construction, Inc.
Robert and Barbara Podstawski 
Robert and Erin Plante 
Robert and Linda Galese 
Robert and Lou Ann Bennett 
Robert and MaryRose Grimbilas 
Robert Pula 
Robert Winston 
Robert and Adrienne Tholl
Roberta and Peter Hong 
Roberta and Robert Glick 
Roberta Temes 
Robin Fontaine-Matthews 
Robin and  David Kroll
Rodney Frelinghuysen 
Roger and Nancy Elwell 
Ronald and Debra Armstrong

$999 and under Roots to the Agency      



Roseann Humphrey 
Rosemarie Gallo Saks 
Roxanne Tavakkol, 
Anne O'Brien and Greg Wyatt 
Russel and Marie Duryea 
Sallie Liberio 
Sally Novak 
Samuel and Elizabeth Younger 
Sara Batty
Sarah Rowe
Scott Stornetta 
Sena Stein
Shakira Torres 
Shana Wertheimer 
Sharon Katz 
Sharon Kowalczyk 
Shawn Higgins 
Shereen Sayre 
Sherri Rosen 
Sid Bakst 
Sidney Ford 
Stella and Thomas Ott 
Stephanie and Michael Jackson 
Stephanie and Robert Schwartz 
Stephanie Gomer 
Stephanie Laurenzi 
Stephanie Scotti 
Stephen and Cynthia Shaw 
Stephen Becker 
Steven and Marla Feder 
Stuart and Beth Katz 
Sue Ananian 
Sue Ward 
Sunrise Rotary of Denville
Susan and Mitch Portnoi 
Susan and William Tomljanovic 
Susan Gramcko 
Susan Harley 
Susan Jacobs 
Susan Kuller 
Susan Oliff 
Susan Stadeli 
Susan Stringham 
Tara Wyckoff 
Teresa Folan 
Teresa Losi 
Terri Lathan and Darryl Price 
The Ayco Charitable Foundation
The Community Church of Mountain Lakes
The Hutchinson Family Charitable Foundation
The Pasta Shop
The Scalzi Ponce de Leon Family Fund
Thomas and Catherine Errico 
Thomas and Ellen Kazanski 
Thomas and Joanne Solecki 

Thomas and Lee Dagger
Thomas and Linda Dilatush 
Thomas and Sandra Lipscomb 
Thomas and Wendy Naratil 
Thrift Barns Of Morris County
Tim and Nicole Wright 
Tim Reed 
Timothy and Suzanne Reilly 
Todd Shepherd 
Tony James 
United Methodist Church in Madison
Val Kenny 
Valerie Benkovich Smith 
Valerie Heerwagen 
Van Duyne, Bruno & Co., P.A.
Vanguard Charitable
Vicky Banach
Virginia Viveros 
Vito and Tish Scarola 
Wendy and Marc Mayer 
Wendy and Steven Sefcik 
Wendy Jacob 
Wendy Masteller 
Wendy McKenna 
William and Joyce Leuchten 
William and Mary Ann Gray 
William Shepherd 
William Waverczak
Wood Smith Henning & Berman LLP
Yvonne Harper

$999 and under Roots to the Agency       


